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Chicago Chapter News

Boy, the Chicago chapter meeting on Sunday October 20
was a problem. If the Fire Department had shown up we
would have been cited for creating a hazard. A large
turnout, 23 participants with several newcomers took up
most of the seating space in the parish hall at St. John’s
and all of the available packets of music that Nancy
Chabala provided. A few of our people decided to use the
lift and got stuck briefly, but the lift is available. And so
far | have yet to hear a single complaint about parking.
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Another fine afternoon for music making. We started
with Nancy leading us in Porque Llorax, followed by
Telemann’s fast Fantasia Ill, and then went on to the
faster piece, The Temporiser by Robert Johnson (“yes it’s
high, but concentrate on making it cool’). We closed the
first hour with Richard Wood’s LeClerc’s Air.

Then Mirja Lorenz led us. Mirja was born in Germany and
studied music there and in the Netherlands before moving
to the United States with her husband 21 years ago, who
found work in the northwest suburbs. “When | came here
it was an adventure,” she said, though not a musical one.
“Then it looked like he would stay here longer, and longer,
and longer. | can’t just stay here and not make music.” So
Miraj pursued—aikido. At these martial arts meetings she
met Laurie Erickson, who directed her to a cheerful group
of recorder players in Chicago. She now teaches music at a
Waldorf school and performs with the Chicago Recorder
Trio and Black Tulip.

We opened with some discussion of music theory, eight
recorder players arranged in front in thirds and fifths, like

keys on a piano. We played the Yiddish folk song Hot a
Yid a Weibele, but devoted most of our time to Sonata 15
by Dario Castello, a great piece that deserved careful
treatment. Another wonderful afternoon with Mirja.

Join us for our next meeting on November 17 at 2 PM.
Nancy opens the meeting with another session playing
crumhorns. Bring your own, or Nancy has some for
players to borrow. We can also play recorder in a mixed
consort. The music will be available on the web site.
Lisette Kielson returns to direct us in Suite a 5 by
German composer Johann Christoph Pezel (1639 -
1694), to perform for the Yuletide concert on December
15. The session will also include beautiful settings of
Tallis” O Sacrum Convivium and Bruckner’s Locus iste.

Yuletide Concert

Our annual Yuletide Concert for the Chicago Chapter is
in a few weeks, Sunday December 15 at 2 PM. Send the
name of your group, the names of the participants, the
names of the pieces you plan to play, and the composers,
to Mark Dawson at msjddawson@sbcglobal.net.

This will be our first Yuletide Concert at St. John’s
Episcopal Church. We will be playing in the sanctuary
upstairs, and after the concert move downstairs for our
traditional reception and jam session. We might need to
start later than usual, around 2:15, as a recital will be
finishing in the sanctuary around 2 PM. | would
encourage everyone to bring snacks for the reception as
we are likely to be welcoming members of the
congregation at St. John’s. Please join us, to make
music, or to simply enjoy the festivities.

Please plan to renew your membership!

West Suburban Early Music Society

Dennis Sherman led the West Suburban Early Music
Society on Sunday, October 13th in a program of music
dedicated to a battle between the French and Swiss around
1515. We played a number of variations of La Battaille
(the battle) and began with the familiar setting by Susato
from the Danserye (1551). Then we played other related
pieces, including Die Schlacht (anonymous); Pavan la
Battaglia by Gervaise, Pavane & Gallarde de la Bataille
(anonymous) and La Guerre by Clement Janequin. This
final piece was published first, and was the model for the
other music we played. In the breakout groups Marguerite
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Re led the DaCapo group, and Elaine Gillies provided
music for the Alternate Altos.

Join us on November 10th at 2 PM at the Friends
Meetinghouse in Downers Grove. We are delighted to
welcome Pat Badger from Racine, the director of the
Woodland Consort at The Clearing Folk School, a
summer festival in Door County. We will play a piece
recently published in the ARS magazine, Blue Toots,
dedicated to the memory of Joanne Miller. WSEMS and
The Woodland Consort jointly commissioned this
piece.—Kathy Hall-Babis

Playing at Stephanie Duesing’s home in Naperville

Spring workshop with Liza Malamut

Join us for our next recorder workshop on Saturday
March 22, 2025. We have been offering recorder
workshops every other year for decades, but we have
some new plans this event. We are welcoming Liza
Malamut as the workshop director for the first time. Liza
is the artistic director of the celebrated Newberry Consort
in Chicago, and she plays sackbut, teaching the
instrument at Indiana University. In June of 2024 she
joined the Whitewater faculty, offering a class in
Renaissance loud band.
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As Liza is a specialist in Renaissance brass, we will host a
broader recorder workshop than have in past years. In
addition to recorder players will also welcome people
playing sackbut, crumhorn, shawm, dulcian, and other
Renaissance instruments. The event will be held at the
Old Town School of Folk Music at 4544 North Lincoln
Avenue, in Lincoln Square. Register online for the event.
If you would rather pay by check, you can bring your
check to the box office at the School, or give it to Mark
Dawson to register in person for you. The fee is $100 for
the day, and it includes music, snacks, and lunch. Several
parking lots are available, besides street parking, and the
Old Town School is an easy walk from the Western
Avenue L stop on the CTA Brown line.

Whitewater, Saturday night in the new dorm

A look at Chicago chapter history

In August | sent to the Recorder Music Center, a
research archive at Regis University in Denver, a nearly
complete set of chapter newsletters from September of
1960 through May of 1984, a chapter directory from
1966, and programs from several early concerts. Mark
Davenport, the director of the Recorder Music Center,
has served in years past as a board member of the
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American Recorder Society and as an instructor at
Whitewater. By donating these historic documents to the
Center, we can preserve our heritage for scholars to
consider for many years to come. | also took photos of
each page of this content for my own reference, though I
am happy to share these files with anyone else.

These historical documents included a program from our
very first chapter concert on May 16, 1959. | looked at
this remarkable artifact again, and it answered a question
that | had been wondering about for a while. Where did
all the recorder players come from?

From the earliest days of the Chicago chapter, we had a

crowd. It appears that some 50 or 60 people showed up

at the chapter’s first meeting in September of 1958, and

the early newsletters and concert programs indicate from
the start the chapter enjoyed a large and sophisticated—

and well-funded—group of musicians.

It appears that plenty of people had been playing
recorder in Chicago well before the chapter formed, and
in fact, well before the American Recorder Society
formed 20 years earlier, in 1939. The program from our
first concert in 1959 tells us that recorders were being
produced and played in the United States and England
by the 1920s, part of the nascent Early Music
Movement. We also read this:

Tonight's concert is the first of its kind ever heard in
Chicago, in the sense that it is the first public perfor-
mance presented as a group effort by the recently formed
Chicago Chapter of the American Recorder Society.

But, as a matter of historical fact, the sound of the
recorder is far from new in our locale. The Chicago
area is actually one of the original cradles of the
recorder Renaissance in America. For many years
before the American Recorder Society was founded
in New York in 1939, the famous Dushkin family was
making recorders and teaching recorder playing at its
original school in Winnetka.

The revival of the recorder has been proceeding at an
ever-quickening pace in the Midwest, and enthusiasm
for its rediscovered charms has reached an all-time high
since the formation of the Society’s Chicago chapter,
which was chartered last fall and has already become
the second largest local chapter in the country.

So we find yet one more reason to brag about Chicago the
innovator, the world’s first skyscraper city, the place
where electric street car motors and movable bridge
technology and Kraft macaroni and cheese and Carbon 14
dating and catalog merchandising and popcorn in movie
theaters were invented. Chicago was an early leader in
YMCA and jazz and TV and radio and newspaper
cartoons and so much more. Chicago helped set the pace
for the Early Music movement for the rest of the country.
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Music and More

The Oak Park Concert Chorale offers their annual
Advent concert on Sunday November 24 at 4 PM at St.
John’s Lutheran, 305 Circle Drive in Forest Park. The
church is an easy walk from the Metra station in Oak
Park or the Green Line L stop at Harlem Avenue.

Grace Lutheran Church, 7300 Division in River Forest
(at Harlem) offers their 54" annual Bach Cantata Series.
These free tributes to Bach open with a lecture at 3 PM,
and then an organ prelude at 3:45, before the service
begins at 4. The next one is Sunday November 24. Of
particular note also, the church offers the Bach B Minor
Mass on Saturday March 29 at 7:30 and Sunday March 30
at 4 PM (also free). The St. Thomas Boys Choir of
Leipzig, Germany—a choir Bach himself directed from
1723 until his death in 1750—performs at the church on
Friday March 15 at 7:30 PM. Tickets for the St. Thomas
Boys Choir are on sale on the above web site.
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Bach Week, B Minor Mass, Sunday May 5 at St. Luke’s

Lutheran in Evanston. This was the final concert of the 50-
year tradition. We opened singing a hymn together, very cool.

The Athanaeum Center in Chicago, 2936 North
Southport, welcomes the Tallis Scholars on Saturday,
April 26 at 7 PM. The ensemble offers an evening of
music by Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina’s for the 500th
anniversary of the composer’s birth.

Ars Musica Chicago presents Brandon Acker on lute
and Jason Moy on harpsichord Sunday, January 19, 2025
. at 3 PM, St. Chrysostom’s Episcopal

- Church, 1424 N Dearborn in Chicago.
This concert is dedicated to the
memory of Daniel Heiman, an
enthusiastic supporter of Chicago’s
Early Music community and longtime
Ars Musica Chicago board member.

i Daniel was also a member of the West
. Suburban Early Music Society.
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Looking to sell a recorder, or find a new one? Look
for Facebook page Recorder Addicts Buy/Sell/Trade.

Music Institute of Chicago Recorder Orchestra, playing at
Misericordia in 2016. Joanne Miller is featured, and Mark
Cleveland in back, along with David & Diane Onofrey.

Recorders and Music Available

Mary Anne Gardner has also kindly offered to donate a
set of recorders, books, and other items to the Chicago
chapter for members who might have interest in them.
The items include a metal music stand, plastic bass, alto,
and soprano recorders, classical music scores, and books
like The Art & Technique of Practice by Richard Provost
and 95 Dexterity Exercises and Dances for Recorders.

Our friend Patrick O'Malley serves as the Campus
Director of the Music Institute of Chicago, 1490
Chicago Avenue in Evanston. You can find a large box
full of sheet music in the lobby of the Institute, available
for free to anyone who wants some. Visit whenever the
campus is open. The Institute is an easy walk from the L
stop and Metra station at Davis Avenue.

Chapter Information

Our chapters are open to anyone, regardless of musical
training, who wants to cultivate appreciation of the art,
history and use of the recorder and related instruments. Our

November 2024 Page 4

meetings, programs and publications help members to
come together with others with similar interests.

Chicago Chapter and West Suburban dues are paid in
September for each new season. Both groups include
membership in either chapter as well as this newsletter. The
Recorder Reporter is published monthly, September to
May by the Chicago Chapter & the West Suburban Early
Music Society.

Chicago Chapter ARS (ChicagoRecorders.orq)

President Mark Dawson
Vice President Open
Secretary Cheryl Kreiman
Treasurer Carl Foote
Facebook Hyacinth Egner & Cheryl Kreiman
Web site Larry Johnson & Peter Beck

Members at Large Ruth Dunnell
Chapter Representative Larry Johnson
Music Director: Lisette Kielson lisettekielson@gmail.com

You can contact the chapter through our web site.

Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoARS

Chicago Chapter meetings: The third Sunday of each
month, September through May, 2 PM, at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 3857 North Kostner. Enter through
the side door on Byron and go to your right down a few
steps to enter the parish hall, or enter in the front.

West Suburban Early Music Society (westsubems.orgq)
Convener/Chapter Representative: Kathy Hall-Babis
(kathy.hallbabis@gmail.com)

Pat Mahoney
(Pmahoney2024@gmail.com)

Vice Convener

Treasurer Stephanie Duesing
(stephduesing@gmail.com)

Secretary/Membership: Elaine Gillies
(Jegillies@comcast.net)

Hospitality: Norm Adams
Norman_adams@frontier.com

Web page support Chris Culp

cg.culp@gmail.com (630) 415-8413

WSEMS meetings: Second Sunday of each month,
September through April, first Sunday of May, 2-5 PM
at the Downers Grove Friends meeting house, 5710
Lomond Avenue in Downers Grove. The church is
located near Maple Avenue and 355. From 355, take the
ramp and go east on Maple for 4/10 miles and turn right
(south) onto Lomond street. The church is on the right.

Visit us at chicagorecorders.orqg
Mark Dawson, newsletter editor
2425 W. Leland, Chicago, IL 60625-2913

msjddawson@sbcglobal.net (773) 334-6376
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