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Chicago Chapter News

Another excellent Yuletide concert on December 15,
featuring 11 ensembles and 28 different musicians, two
solos, four duets, and more, a vital expression of talent
and enthusiasm.

We ran out of time for our traditional year-end jam
session after our reception, so we will plan that for our
meeting on January 19, with Nancy Chabala directing for
our first hour. Then Lisette returns. After a strong
chapter performance at the Yuletide concert, we will now
start to prepare for two more. Lisette will take a show of
hands of those participating in the upcoming University of
Chicago Folk Music Festival on February 7. We plan to
reprise our Pezel dances, and practice them again at our
January meeting. Lisette will also lead us in another run-
through (from September) of the double choir Lachrimae
Tango which we will perform at the spring concert in
May. But sightreading is fun too, so we will explore
Tallis’ beautiful O Sacrum Convivium, and more.
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Providing music for St. John’s Episcopal at their Lessons &
Carols Service, December 7

Chapter members plan to play for St. John’s again during
Lent, or in the weeks following Easter or at Pentecost,
such as on Sunday April 27. We have played for the
church already on September 29 and December 7, and are
nearly ready for January 5. 1 would like to see some more
of our members take part in this effort. So far, the same
basic group of recorder players have participated. We’ve
had fun and made good music, and were warmly received
by the parish members. But how about some new faces?
Reach out to me if you are interested.

Also, over many years the Chicago chapter has welcomed
a wide variety of smaller musical groups to perform at our
Yuletide and May concerts, the Oak Park Recorder
Society and the Baron’s Noyse of course, but also the
After Coffee Players, the Ridgeway Consort, Musickes
Merrie Companions, the Pippins, the Duneland Consort,
the Music Institute of Chicago Recorder Orchestra, the
Dearborn Winds, the Ladies who Lunch, and others.
WSEMS member Daniel Heiman hosted three weekly
gatherings in his home, Jeanette Ertel took part in two
different ensembles, for over 10 years | played recorder
Monday and Tuesday nights and sang on Thursdays. Yes,
that’s too much. Even allowing for great music making
and great memories. But members forming their own
music groups to jam together is a central part of the long
heritage of both chapters. In the interest of promoting
recorder playing in the future, some of you newer
members of the Chicago chapter should think about
forming your own early music and recorder ensembles.
Much of the talent we see in our chapter meetings today
was cultured by members who sought out informal
weekly gatherings like these to make music. I learned
how to play recorder surrounded by a terrific group of
patient musicians in Oak Park every Tuesday night.

Our workshop with Liza Malamut approaches, Saturday
March 22 at the Old Town School of Folk Music at 4544
North Lincoln Avenue, in Lincoln Square. Register online
for the event.

For our February 16 meeting, Gail Gillispie returns to
lead a program of music from the Spanish Renaissance,
offering sacred and secular music by Victoria, Morales,
Guerrero, Lobo, Vasquez, and others, in 3 to 8 parts. The
music will be posted to the Chicago chapter web page.

Learn more about the chapter and upcoming events at
our chapter web site Chicagorecorders.org. There you
can admire our splendid new web site design.

West Suburban Early Music Society

Just in time for the holidays, the West Suburban Early
Music Society (WSEMS) gathered on Sunday,
December 8, to share the joy of seasonal music. Playing
from the group’s holiday music repertoire, compiled by
Kathy Hall-Babis, each member chose a piece of their
liking and then led the group through that piece. These
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included long-time favorites, like God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, | Wonder
as | Wander, Sussex Carol, and Carol of the Bells. The
group welcomed a number of fans who also took their
turns selecting pieces, and accompanied the recorders by
singing along. What better way to celebrate the holidays
than with music and friends!

WSEMS meets again on Sunday, January 12 at 2 PM at the
Meetinghouse, 5710 Lomond Avenue in Downers Grove,
led by member Stephanie Duesing.—Pat Mahoney

Jeanette Ertel, 1925 — 2024

Word has reached us of the recent death of Jeanette Ertel
in Berkeley, California. Jeanette had long been an active
member of the Chicago chapter and served as chapter
president 1998-1999 and 1999-2000. Under Jeanette’s
leadership the chapter introduced our first web site as a
means of outreach. Jeanette Rubsam was born in Newark,
New Jersey and graduated from Roanoke College in
Virginia in 1947 with a degree in philosophy. There she
met her husband James, and they moved to Chicago in
1959. James, an editor with Encyclopedia Brittanica died
of cancer in 1985 at the age of 62.

Jeanette’s interest in recorder comes from being a part of
a family of musicians; her parents were percussionists.

Jeanette Ertel playing Sammartini with Susan Dawson and
Mary Anne Gardner, spring concert, May 2006
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Jeanette’s father led the percussion section for the NBC
orchestra in New York City. “We actually have his concert
xylophone in our dining room but nobody here knows how
to play it,” son Christopher said. He also has a wax
recording of her grandfather playing xylophone from 1903.

Arlene Ghiron and Jeanette Ertel share a light moment at
the Chicago chapter meeting in March of 2007. The photo
features Karen Crotty, who also died in 2024, and John and
David Dawson with their mother Susan.
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Jeanette finished a master’s degree in liberal studies from
Loyola University when she was 68. She worked as a book
editor at Editor Britannica for many years in the education
division, and then worked for ten years at Loyola
University Press. She also published a book of poetry.

Jeanette Ertel moved to California in 2008. For years she
hosted a Thursday night recorder playing quartet in her
home on Pine Grove, the Pine Nuts, featuring Arlene
Ghiron, Mary O’Dowd, and Paloma Larramendi, with
coaching from Mary Anne Gardner. “The most important
part of our getting together was to have tea,” Arlene
remembered. Arlene would also pick Jeanette up on
Tuesday nights to join the Oak Park Recorder Society
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meetings at Pilgrim Congregational. And Jeanette appears
as a member of the ensemble Feriae Secundae, playing
Bach for the spring concert of the Chicago chapter in May
of 1995. Feriae Secundae is ecclesiastical Latin for
“Tuesday,” a name chosen because the group met to
practice in downtown Chicago on Tuesdays after work,
with Ron Crawford as director.

Music and More

Ars Musica Chicago (AMC) opens its 2025 season with
a recital on Sunday, January 19 at 3 PM, featuring Jason
Moy on harpsichord and Brandon Acker on lute. This free
concert at St. Chrysostom’s Episcopal Church, 1424
North Dearborn Parkway in Chicago offers music by
Robert de Visée, Francois Le Cocq, and Johann Sebastian
Bach. AMC dedicates this concert to the memory of
Daniel Heiman, a longtime AMC board member and
ardent supporter of early music in Chicago. To learn more
visit www.arsmusicachicago.org.

The International Chicago Puppet Theater Festival
returns January 15-26. When they say “performances that
surprise and delight,” they’re right. Over 100 events at
venues all over the city.

Performer’s Music offers a memorial concert for Lee
Newcomer on Wednesday, February 5 at 7 PM at the
Studebaker Theater in the Fine Arts Building, 410 South
Michigan Avenue. The concert is free, but please RSVP
at the event web site.

Bach in the City offers their inaugural concert on
Friday March 21 at St. Vincent DePaul Church in
Lincoln Park in Chicago, 1010 West Webster, near
DePaul University. The concert will feature works for
chorus and brass ensemble by Johann Sebastian Bach
and Giovanni Gabrieli.

Handel Week returns, performances coming up in 2025
on Sundays, February 16, February 23 and March 2. All
concerts are at 3 PM at Pilgrim Congregational Church,
460 Lake Street in Oak Park. The February 16 concert
features Josefien Stoppelenburg and music for soprano
and orchestra, and includes two organ concertos and the
Salve Regina, among other works. On February 23, join
Handel Week for sonatas and quartets for mezzo soprano,
violin, cello, and harpsichord. March 3 offers a
performance of the rarely performed oratorio L’Allegro, il
Penseroso ed il Moderato HWV 55. To learn more visit
www.handelweek.com.

Jackie Will offers for sale an Aura boxwood knick tenor
with additional keys on 3 & 4 and with case. Model
Conservatorium, A=442, recently cleaned and revoiced.
Currently it is offered on consignment with VVon Huene
for $750. Call Jackie at (312) 497-7814 to learn more.
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Google Maps says it takes three hours to drive from St.
John’s Episcopal to Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Worth the trip. Sacred Heart
plans a year-long celebration of the 500" birthday of
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-94). A series of 12
choirs will sing once a month as part of the regular parish
mass service. Sacred Heart’s music director, Jonathan
Bading, started planning the effort in 2022. He was told
to think big, so he did. Would the Tallis Scholars be
available? In fact, the Tallis Scholars already had a tour
planned for the United States, and were available for April
25, the Friday after Easter, a major feast day in the
Catholic community. High fives all around. “Then they
told me their price, and | about fainted,” Bading said.

But the money was provided, and the parish kept going.
The performances include Chicago’s own Schola Antiqua
(January 6), Gesualdo Six (February 14), the Chicago
quintet His Majesty’s Men (August 15), Schola Cantorum
of Detroit (November 3), and more. The 16" century
choral works will be a part of the regular mass, as
Palestrina would have intended. And as the music is
offered as part of the mass, the admission will be free.

Folk Music Festival

We plan to provide a recorder workshop at the
University of Chicago Folk Music Festival on Saturday,
February 7 at Ida Noyes Hall, 1212 East 59" Street,
directed by Lisette Kielson. Send Lisette or me an email
if you would like to participate. We plan to perform
Suite & 5 by Johann Christoph Pezel (1639-1694),
Allemande, Courante, Bal, and Gigue for those who
gather, and then invite the audience to join us in playing
a series of Renaissance dances. Look for them in the
downloads for the November 2024 meeting.

Yuletide Concert

Chicago chapter playing to open the concert
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Cheryl, Mark, Peter, and Larry

Chapter Information

Our chapters are open to anyone, regardless of musical
training, who wants to cultivate appreciation of the art,
history and use of the recorder and related instruments. Our
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meetings, programs and publications help members to
come together with others with similar interests.

Chicago Chapter and West Suburban dues are paid in
September for each new season. Both groups include
membership in either chapter as well as this newsletter. The
Recorder Reporter is published monthly, September to
May by the Chicago Chapter & the West Suburban Early
Music Society.

Chicago Chapter ARS (ChicagoRecorders.orq)

President Mark Dawson
Vice President Open
Secretary Cheryl Kreiman
Treasurer Carl Foote
Facebook Hyacinth Egner & Cheryl Kreiman
Web site Larry Johnson & Peter Beck
Members at Large Ruth Dunnell
Chapter Representative Larry Johnson

Music Director: Lisette Kielson lisettekielson@gmail.com

You can contact the chapter through our web site.

Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoARS

Chicago Chapter meetings: The third Sunday of each
month, September through May, 2 PM, at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 3857 North Kostner. Enter through
the side door on Byron and go to your right down a few
steps to enter the parish hall, or enter in the front.

West Suburban Early Music Society (westsubems.orgq)
Convener/Chapter Representative: Kathy Hall-Babis
(kathy.hallbabis@gmail.com)

Pat Mahoney
(Pmahoney2024@gmail.com)

Vice Convener

Treasurer Stephanie Duesing
(stephduesing@gmail.com)

Secretary/Membership: Elaine Gillies
(Jegillies@comcast.net)

Hospitality: Norm Adams
Norman_adams@frontier.com

Web page support Chris Culp

cg.culp@gmail.com (630) 415-8413

WSEMS meetings: Second Sunday of each month,
September through April, first Sunday of May, 2-5 PM
at the Downers Grove Friends meeting house, 5710
Lomond Avenue in Downers Grove. The church is
located near Maple Avenue and 355. From 355, take the
ramp and go east on Maple for 4/10 miles and turn right
(south) onto Lomond street. The church is on the right.

Visit us at chicagorecorders.orqg
Mark Dawson, newsletter editor
2425 W. Leland, Chicago, IL 60625-2913

msjddawson@sbcglobal.net (773) 334-6376
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